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PREFACE 


In 1938 the United States Congress passed the Wagner—O’Day 
Act creating a Committee on Purchases of Blind-made Products, 
thus providing new opportunities for the marketing of the prod- 
ucts of workshops for the blind on a national scale. The introduc- 
tion of the bill which became this Act was actively supported by 
the American Foundation for the Blind and by state and local 
agencies for the blind. The years following have amply demon- 
strated the benefits to the blind and to the states of the new oppor- 
tunities created. 

Even before the passage of the Federal law, two states, Indiana 
and Massachusetts, had on their statute books measures which 
required that state agencies buy from workshops for the blind 
certain commodities at a fair market price and under conditions 
specified by law. Since that time so-called “state use laws” have 
been passed in fourteen more states, and legislators and workers 
for the blind in others have expressed interest in promoting similar 
legislation for their respective states. The American Foundation 
for the Blind and the National Industries for the Blind both be- 
lieve in the principle of ‘“‘state use” laws and would encourage their 
passage in an increasing number of states. 

This booklet is designed as a possible aid in planning such 
legislation. The texts of the present laws have been reprinted in 
full. It is found that the language of these various laws differs 
radically from state to state. They have been made to fit the 
specific conditions and the specific needs of the particular states, 
and therefore, no law in its entirety can be set up as a model for 
another state to follow. However, a perusal of these laws may help 
those who wish to promote legislation relative to the marketing of 
blind-made products, to assemble the best features from each and 
adapt them to the conditions obtaining in their own states. 

It is also thought that the text of the Federal law and the 
regulations set up for its administration might serve as an addi- 
tional guide in planning new “state use” laws, and this material, 
therefore, has been appended. 


M. Rosert BARNETT 
Executive Director 
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ARIZONA 
Chapter ro9 


Sec. r. The state department of public welfare may establish and 
maintain a program of industries for the blind and for that purpose 
may equip and operate one or more training centers, one or more work- 
shops, a business enterprise program and a home industries program 
for the training and employment of suitable blind persons and is 
hereby authorized and empowered to devise ways and means for the 
sale, distribution and marketing of the products of visually handi- 
capped persons. The Department may pay visually handicapped work- 
ers suitable compensation for their work in such training centers, work- 
shops and home industries. All activities herein provided for shall be 
known as the “Arizona Industries for the Blind.” The department may 
also, whenever it deems proper, aid individual visually handicapped 
persons or groups or such persons to become self-supporting by sup- 
plying materials, equipment or machinery to them, and also may assist 
them in the sale and distribution of their products. Whenever any of 
the products of visually handicapped persons, produced under the 
supervision and direction of the department meet the requirements of 
any state department of institution as to quality, quantity and price, 
such products shall have preference and said state departments and 
institutions are hereby directed to purchase from the department such 
products as may be required. 

Proceeds from the sales of such products shall be paid into a non- 
reverting, revolving account for industries for the blind, from which 
fund production workers may be paid and supplies and materials neces- 
sary to the conduct of the program may be purchased. 

Visually handicapped persons participating in activities authorized 
by this section shall not be deemed state employees for the purposes of 
retirement, federal social security, or any of the provisions of law 
applicable to state employees under the state personnel Act of 1953. 

Sec. 2. Emergency. ‘To preserve the public peace, health, and safety 
it is necessary that this Act become immediately operative. It is there- 
fore declared to be an emergency measure, to take effect as provided by 
law. 


Approved, April 1, 1953 


CALIFORNIA 
Article 7, Chapter 2, Part 1, Division 5; 


Sec. 3361. There shall be a Committee known as the Committee on 
State Purchase from California Industries for the Blind which shall 
be composed of the directors or their representatives, of the State 
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Department of Finance, and Education, and the Purchasing Agent of 
the University of California. Committee members shall receive no com- 
pensation for their duties but shall be paid for their actual and neces- 
sary expenses by the respective departments. 

Sec. 3362. The Committee shall make rules for its organization and 
proceedings, and shall select a chairman from among its members. 

Sec. 3363. The Committee shall determine the fair market price of 
all brooms and mops and other suitable commodities manufactured 
by and offered for sale to the state by California Industries for the 
Blind and shall revise such prices from time to time in accordance 
with changing market conditions. 

Sec. 3364. All brooms and mops and other commodities which are 
manufactured by the California Industries for the Blind and offered 
for sale at the fair market price as determined by the Committee and 
which meet the specifications required for such products, and which 
are to be procured by or for the state, shall be procured from the 
California Industries for the Blind. 


Passed, June 19, 1951 


DELAWARE 
Chapter 21 


Sec. z. Chapter 21, Title 31, Delaware Code of 1953 is amended by 
adding thereto the following new section: 
2115. Use of products and services of blind by State Agencies; excep- 
tions; violations; penalty. 

(a) State institutions and agencies shall, where possible, pur- 
chase brooms, mops, rugs, rubber mats and other supplies, other than 
the product of prison labor, from the Delaware Commission for the 
Blind, provided that such goods and supplies are of standard quality 
and price. 

(b) State institutions and agencies requiring piano tuning or 
chair seating shall employ persons recommended by the Delaware Com- 
mission for the Blind, provided that such persons are qualified and the 
service rendered is of standard quality and price. 

(c) When convenience or emergency requires it the executive 
secretary of the Delaware Commission for the Blind may upon request 
of the purchasing officer of any institution or agency relieve him from 
the obligation of this section. 

(d) Any purchasing officer who violates the provisions of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished accordingly, 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1953. 


Approved, July 1, 1953 
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INDIANA 
Chapter r70 


Sec. z. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Indiana, That the state institutions, except where similar articles are 
made therein, and political divisions of the state using supplies such 
as are produced under the supervision of the board of industrial aid 
for the blind, shall be required to purchase such articles in the same 
manner and under the same conditions as articles produced in the 
Indiana reformatory are now required to be purchased by law. 


Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the board of industrial aid for the 
blind, from time to time, after the taking effect of this act, to issue 
a printed descriptive catalogue for the use of the various state institu- 
tions and political divisions of the state, showing in detail and by cuts 
such articles as are or may be produced under the supervision of said 
board for industrial aid for the blind; and when any such state insti- 
tutions or political divisions of the state of Indiana are in need of such 
articles as are described in such catalogue, the board of control, boards 
of trustees, or boards of managers and the heads of such institutions, 
boards of county commissioners, township trustees, superintendents 
of poor asylums and county sheriffs shall make requisition on the board 
of industrial aid for the blind for such articles as are needed, giving 
such board a reasonable time to produce or supply the articles required, 
and shall not purchase any such articles elsewhere, except of the 
Indiana reformatory, as now provided by law, unless the same cannot 
be furnished by such board of industrial aid for the blind. Such boards 
and above named officers shall not contract for or pay any bill for any 
such articles as are made under the supervision of said board of indus- 
trial aid for the blind which are shown in the catalogue to be issued 
as aforesaid, except such articles as are produced or manufactured at 
the Indiana reformatory, as now provided by law, until a written state- 
ment has been given them that such board of industrial aid for the 
blind cannot furnish such articles. 


Sec. 3. This act shall be construed as supplemental to an act entitled 
“An act regulating the labor of the inmates of the Indiana reformatory 
on state accounts, providing for the schooling and training of the 
inmates, providing for trade schools, the utilization of the inmate’s 
labor for state accounts and the disposition of all articles made in such 
trades schools or on state account, providing that state institutions and 
political divisions of the state shall purchase certain articles from the 
management of the reformatory and providing the necessary appro- 
priation as well as certain other matters relating thereto, and providing 
penalties therefor,’ approved March 4, 1905, and all acts amendatory 
thereto, and the procedure prescribed in the aforesaid act shall, when 
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not otherwise designated, be construed to apply in the purchase and 
sale of articles produced under the supervision of the board of indus- 
trial aid for the blind. 


Approved, March 10, 1915 


KANSAS 
Chapter 392 


Sec. z. As used in this act, unless the context shall require otherwise, 
(1) “committee” means the committee on state purchases from the 
department of social welfare; (2) “director of purchases” means the 
director of the purchasing division of the state department of admini- 
stration; (3) “Kansas industries for the blind division of the state depart- 
ment of social welfare” means work shops and home industry projects 
for the blind supported, operated and supervised by the division of 
services for the blind of the state department of social welfare; (4) “‘state 
agency” means any state office or officer, department, board, commis- 
sion, institution, bureau or any agency, division or any unit within an 
office, department, board, commission, or other state authority. 

Sec. 2. There is hereby established and created a committee on state 
purchases from the state department of social welfare which shall be 
composed of the director of purchases, the general manager of the 
Kansas industries for the blind division of the state department of 
social welfare, and a third member who shall be appointed by the 
governor for a term of two (2) years. The committee shall make rules 
for its organization and proceedings and shall select a chairman from 
among its members and shall meet at least three (3) times a year. Actual 
expenses incurred in the attendance of such meetings by the members 
of the committee shall be paid from the social welfare fund. 

Sec. 3. The committee shall determine fair market prices of prod- 
ucts manufactured, processed, and offered for sale by the Kansas indus- 
tries for the blind division of the State department of social welfare, 
which products shall be standard conforming and shall meet specifica- 
tions required by the purchasing authority of the state; and the com- 
mittee shall revise such prices from time to time in accordance with 
changing market conditions. 

Sec. 4. The state department of social welfare, through its division 
of services for the blind, shall furnish to the state department of ad- 
ministration, and to any person or officer authorized to purchase 
materials and supplies for any state agency, a list of products manu- 
factured, processed and offered for sale by the Kansas industries for 
the blind division of the state department of social welfare, duly certi- 
fied by the committee, and the state department of social welfare shall 
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amend such list from time to time in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the committee. , 

Sec. 5. The director of purchases and any person or officer author- 
ized to purchase materials and supplies for any state agency shall pur- 
chase such listed products from the Kansas industries for the blind 
division of the state department of social welfare, when the same are 
procured by or for the state. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the Kansas industries for the blind division of the 
state department of social welfare is unable to supply the products 
needed or is unable to meet delivery requirements on any order or 
requisition, a written waiver shall immediately be forwarded to the 
director of purchases by the general manager of the Kansas industries 
for the blind division of the state department of social welfare and 
such waiver shall thereby relieve and exempt the state purchasing 
authority of and from the mandatory provisions of this act in the case 
of each such order or requisition. 

Sec. 7. Section 75-3312 of the General Statutes Supplement of 1951 
and section 75-3313 of the General Statutes of 1949 are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after July 
1, 1953, and its publication in the statute book. 


Approved, March 28, 1953 


LOUISIANA 
Chapter ro5 


Sec. z. Be it Enacted By the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
that Section 6 of Act 119 of the Legislature of Louisiana for the year 
1942 be amended to read as follows: 

“(6) Administer an adequate shelter industries program by supply- 
ing materials to individual workers and work shops and to assist in the 
sales of the finished products when such individuals, work shops and 
products meet the standards established by the Department of Public 
Welfare. 

“Whenever the State of Louisiana, or any of its political subdivi- 
sions are required to purchase brooms, mops, mattresses, or have occa- 
sion to have mattresses repaired, or must purchase hair push brushes, 
they shall communicate with the Department of Public Welfare in 
order to ascertain whether the said Department of Welfare may not fill 
said orders for said products from such finished products manufactured 
by blind individuals or work shops for the blind and to the extent that 
said orders may be filled from said sources, the State and its subdivi- 
sions shall purchase said supplies in this manner. 

“The Department of Public Welfare of the State of Louisiana shall 
designate central gathering points where the products above enumer- 


11 


ated can be concentrated and said department shall keep itself informed 
of the number of said manufactured products available at said gather- 
ing points with which any order required by this Act to be placed 
through the Department of Welfare shall, after consultation with the 
various departments of the State of Louisiana, fix standards of manu- 
facture of the products hereinabove denominated, and inform by circu- 
lar letter interested parties to the end of encouraging said blind persons 
affected by this Act. The Department of Public Welfare shall, if it 
deems it necessary, fix a differential above market price in favor of 
blind persons and their products not to exceed forty per cent above 
market quoted prices for equipment of like standard and it shall be 
legal for the State and its subdivisions in carrying out the purposes of 
this Act to pay such differential above market price as fixed by said 
Department of Public Works. Whenever it is made to appear from 
the Department of Public Welfare that there are either none, or insuf- 
ficient supplies of the manufactured articles mentioned above to fulfill 
in whole or in part the order of the State or of any of its political sub- 
divisions, in that event the heads thereof shall be authorized to pur- 
chase, as now otherwise provided by law, those supplies above men- 
tioned which it is unable to obtain as provided for in this Act.” 

Sec. 2. That any laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith, more 
particularly all laws or parts of laws requiring public bidding for the 
purchase of material supplies for the State or its subdivisions are hereby 
repealed insofar as they may in any way affect the operation of this Act. 


Approved, June 25, 1948 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Chapter 397 


Chapter sixty-nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik- 
ing out section twenty-five, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, 
and inserting in place thereof the following: 

Sec. 25. The state purchasing agent, such officers in charge of state 
institutions as may be authorized by him to make purchases and officers 
in charge of other public institutions shall purchase brooms, mops and 
other supplies, other than products of prison labor, from the division 
of the blind; provided, that the division has the same for sale and that 
they were produced by persons under the supervision of the division or 
in industrial schools or workshops under its supervision. Said purchas- 
ing agent and officers shall, when employing persons for piano tuning, 
cane seating or mattress renovating, employ persons who are under the 
supervision of said division or who work in any industrial school or 
workshop. Any officer who willfully refuses or neglects to comply with 
any requirement of this section relative to the purchase of articles and 
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employment of persons shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
one hundred dollars. The term “public institutions” as used in this 
section, shall include all offices, departments and institutions of the 
several counties, cities and towns. The director of said division may 
issue a release from the provisions of this section, upon the request of 
the purchasing officer of a county, city or town, when convenience or 
emergency requires it. 


Approved, July 3, 1935 


NEW MEXICO 
Chapter 163 


Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the State Purchasing Agent to deter- 
mine the fair market value of all brooms, mops, rugs, mats, and all 
other suitable products manufactured by the blind trainees at the New 
Mexico School for the Blind, or duly established agencies or branches 
thereof, and offered for sale to the State or any governmental agency, 
or political subdivision thereof having its own purchasing agency, by 
the New Mexico School for the Blind, and approved for such use by 
the State Purchasing Agent; to revise such prices from time to time, in 
accordance with changing market conditions and to make such rules 
and regulations regarding specifications, time of delivery and other 
relevant matters as shall be necessary to carry out the purpose of this act. 

Sec. 2. Except as hereinafter provided, all brooms, mops, rugs, mats, 
and other suitable products thereafter procured by or for the State or 
any governmental agency, or political subdivision thereof having its 
own purchasing agency, shall be procured in accordance with applicable 
specifications, of the State Purchasing Agent, from the New Mexico 
School for the Blind, or duly established agencies or branches thereof, 
whenever such products are available at the price determined as pro- 
vided in Section 1 of this act, to be a fair market price for the product 
or products so manufactured, and no advertisement or notice for bids 
from other suppliers shall be necessary. 

Sec. 3. All moneys received by the New Mexico School for the Blind 
or any duly established agency or branch thereof, from the sale of such 
products to the State, any subdivision thereof, or any other purchaser, 
shall be placed in a special fund which shall be used only to purchase 
raw materials for the manufacturing of supplies and to pay such com- 
pensation to the blind trainees manufacturing such products as may 
be determined to be reasonable by the Board of Regents of the New 
Mexico School for the Blind. 


Approved, March 20, 1953 
13 


NEW YORK 
Chapter 299 


Sec. z. Section one hundred seventy-four of chapter five hundred 
ninety-three of the laws of nineteen hundred forty, entitled “An Act 
in relation to state finance, constituting chapter fifty-six of the con- 
solidated laws,’”’ as last amended by chapter three hundred fifty of the 
laws of nineteen hundred forty-four, is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 


§174. LETTING OF CONTRACTS. Contracts with the commis- 
sioner of standards and purchase or with a state department or institu- 
tions or other agency of a department, shall be let to the lowest respon- 
sible bidder, as will best promote the public interest, taking into con- 
sideration the reliability of the bidder, the qualities of the articles 
proposed to be supplied, their conformity with the specifications, the 
purposes for which required and the terms of delivery; provided, how- 
ever, that no such contract shall be let to a bidder other than the 
lowest responsible bidder without the written approval of the comptrol- 
ler. In cases where two or more bidders submit identical bids as to 
price, the determination of the commissioner to let a contract to one 
or more of such identical bidders shall be final. Bids on materials, 
equipment or supplies for which standards and standard specifications 
shall have been established pursuant to this article shall be received in 
accordance with such standards and standard specifications. All bids 
may be rejected. Ihe commissioner shall determine the purpose for 
which such contracts shall be let. Each bid with the name of the bidder 
shall be entered of record and each record, with the successful bid 
indicated, shall be open to public inspection. Bond for the proper 
performance of each contract may be required or waived in the discre- 
tion of the commissioner. If a bond be required by the commissioner, 
the amount, form and sufficiency shall be subject to his approval. ‘The 
commissioner may purchase materials, equipment and supplies to an 
amount not exceeding one thousand dollars without competitive bid- 
ding, and may by rule prescribing the amount, not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, authorize purchases, without competitive bidding, of 
specified materials, equipment and supplies by any state department or 
institution or other agency of a department. Notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of this section, blind-made products shall be purchased in ac- 
cordance with other provisions of this article relating to the purchase 
of such products. Neither the commissioner of standards and purchase 
nor any officer or employee of the division of standards and purchase 
shall be financially interested or have any personal beneficial interest 
either directly or indirectly in the purchase of any materials, equip- 
ment or supplies under this article, nor in any firm, corporation, part- 
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nership or association furnishing or bidding on any such materials and 
supplies. 

Sec. 2. Such chapter is hereby amended by adding thereto, after sec- 
tion one hundred seventy-five, two new sections, to be sections one 
hundred seventy-five-a and one hundred seventy-five-b, to read respec- 
tively, as follows: 


§175-a. BLIND-MADE PRODUCTS; POWERS AND DUTIES 
OF COMMISSIONER OF STANDARDS AND PURCHASE AND 
COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL WELFARE. It shall be the duty of 
the commissioner of standards and purchase to determine the fair 
market price of all brooms and mops and other suitable products manu- 
factured by the blind and offered for sale to the state or any govern- 
mental agency or political subdivision thereof having their own pur- 
chasing agency, by any charitable non-profit-making agency for the 
blind incorporated under the laws of this state and manufacturing 
merchandise within this state and approved for such purpose by the 
commissioner of standards and purchase, to revise such prices from 
time to time in accordance with changing market conditions and to 
make such rules and regulations regarding specifications, time of de- 
livery and other relevant matters as shall be necessary to carry out the 
purpose of this section and of section one hundred seventy-five-b. 

The state commissioner of social welfare shall appoint the bureau 
of services for the blind, or other non-profit-making agency, to facilitate 
the distribution of orders among the agencies for the blind. 

§775-b. PROCUREMENT OF BLIND-MADE PRODUCTS BY 
THE STATE OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS THEREOF. 1. Ex- 
cept as hereinafter provided, all brooms, mops and other suitable prod- 
ucts hereafter procured by or for the state or any governmental agency, 
or political subdivision thereof having their own purchasing agency, 
shall be procured in accordance with applicable specifications of the 
state division of standards and purchase or of the purchasing authority 
of any political subdivision of the state, as the case may be, from 
charitable non-profit-making agencies for the blind organized under 
the laws of this state and manufacturing such products within this state 
with the approval of the commissioner of standards and purchase, 
whenever such products are available at price determined as provided 
in section one hundred seventy-five-a to be the fair market price for 
the product or products so manufactured. 

2. In the event brooms, mops and other products are available for 
procurement from any department or agencies of the state, and procure- 
ment therefrom is required by other provisions of this chapter or by 
provisions of any other law, procurement of such products shall be 
made in accordance with such other provisions of law. 

3. The provisions of this section and section one hundred seventy- 
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five-a of this chapter shall supersede inconsistent provisions of any gen- 
eral, special or local law, or the provisions of any charter. [New addi- 


tion 1949.| 
4. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Approved, March 27, 1945, and amended March 24, 1949 


OREGON 


Chapter 494 

Sec. 126-437. (As amended ch. 494, O.L. 1949)* * * * Whenever 
any of the products of visually handicapped persons, produced under 
the supervision and direction of the commission, meet the require- 
ments of any state department or institution as to quality, quantity and 
price, such products shall have preference and said state departments 
and institutions hereby are directed to purchase from the commission 
such products as may be required. 


Approved, April 22, 1949 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Act No. 416 


Sec. z. Article XXIV of the act approved the ninth day of April one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws 177) entitled “An 
act providing for and reorganizing the conduct of the executive and 
administrative work of the Commonwealth by the Executive Depart- 
ment thereof and the administrative departments boards commissions 
and officers thereof including the boards of trustees of State Normal 
Schools or Teachers Colleges abolishing creating reorganizing or 
authorizing the reorganization of certain administrative departments 
boards and commissions defining the powers and duties of the Gov- 
ernor and other executive and administrative officers and of the several 
administrative departments boards commissions and officers fixing the 
salaries of the Governor Lieutenant Governor and certain other execu- 
tive and administrative officers providing for the appointment of cer- 
tain administrative officers and of all deputies and other assistants 
and employes in certain departments boards and commissions and pre- 
scribing the manner in which the number and compensation of the 
deputies and all other assistants and employes of certain departments 
boards and commissions shall be determined” is hereby amended by 
adding after Section 2409 thereof a new section to read as follows: 

Sec. 2409.1 Blind-Made Products and Services (a) Notwithstanding 
other provisions of this act blind-made products and services shall be 
purchased by the Commonwealth in accordance with the provisions of 
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this section. (b) The Secretary of Property and Supplies shall have the 
power and it shall be his duty to determine the fair market price on 
all brooms and mops and other suitable products manufactured by the 
blind and services rendered by the blind and offered for sale to the 
Commonwealth or any of its agencies by any charitable non-profit- 
making agency for the blind incorporated under the laws of this 
Commonwealth and manufacturing merchandise and providing serv- 
ices within this Commonwealth and approved for such purpose by the 
Department of Property and Supplies to revise such prices from time 
to time in accordance with changing market conditions and to make 
such rules and regulations regarding specifications time of delivery and 
other relevant matters as are necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this section at the request of the Secretary of Property and Supplies and 
with the approval of the Secretary of Welfare the State Council for the 
Blind or other non-profit-making agency shall facilitate the distribu- 
tion of orders and services among agencies for the blind. (c) Except 
as hereinafter provided all brooms mops and other suitable products 
and services hereafter procured by or for the Commonwealth or any 
of its agencies shall be procured in accordance with applicable specifi- 
cations of the Department of Property and Supplies from charitable 
non-profit-making agencies for the blind organized under the laws of 
this Commonwealth and manufacturing such products and offer- 
ing services within this Commonwealth with the approval of the 
Department of Property and Supplies whenever such products and 
services are available at a price determined to be the fair market price for 
the product products and services so manufactured or offered as here- 
inbefore provided. (d) In the event brooms mops and other suitable 
products or services are available for procurement from any depart- 
ment or agency of the Commonwealth and procurement therefrom is 
required by the provisions of any other section of this act or of any 
other law of this Commonwealth procurement of such products shall 
be made in accordance with such other provisions of law. 


Approved, July 29, 1953 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Chapter 932 


Sec. 1. Public institutions purchase certain supplies produced by 
persons under supervision of Division for the Blind, or in industrial 
schools or workshops under such division; and employ such persons for 
piano tuning, cane seating and mattress renovating. Be it enacted by 
the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina: Officers in charge 
of State and other public institutions, shall purchase brooms, mat- 
tresses, mops and other supplies, other than the products of prison 
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labor, through the Division for the Blind, State Department of Public 
Welfare: Provided, that said articles were produced by persons under 
the supervision of the Division for the Blind, or in industrial schools 
or workshops under its supervision, and that they are in conformity 
in quality or workmanship and material as the recognized standard of 
like articles and offered at a fair market price. Said officers, shall, when 
employing persons for piano tuning, cane seating, and mattress renovat- 
ing, employ persons who are under the supervision of said Division or 
in any industrial school or workshop as aforesaid, under similar con- 
ditions. Any officer who willfully refuses or neglects to comply with the 
provision of this Act relative to the purchase of articles and employ- 
ment of persons shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 2. Public institutions defined. The term “Public Institutions,” 
as used in this Act, shall include all offices, departments and institu- 
tions of the several counties, cities and towns. 

Sec. 3. Exemptions. ‘The Director of the Division for the Blind may 
issue a release from the provisions of this Act upon the request of the 
purchasing officer of a county, city or town, when convenience or emer- 
gency requires it. 

Sec. 4. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with this Act are hereby 
repealed. 


Approved, May 9, 1938 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Chapter 493 


Sec. z. It shall be the duty of all public officials, boards and com- 
missions of the State of South Dakota, and its political subdivisions, 
which are authorized and empowered to award contracts for the pur- 
chase of goods for this State and its political subdivisions, to give pref- 
erence to blind persons residing in the state and to goods manufactured 
by them, whenever the price, quality and service are substantially equal. 
In computing relative price, the cost of transportation, if any, includ- 
ing delivery to the purchaser, shall be considered. 


Approved, February 20, 1953 


TEXAS 
H. B. No. 379 


Sec. r. That Article 634 of Vernon’s Civil Statutes, Chapter 167, 
Acts of the 36th Legislature, Regular Session, 1919, as amended by 
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Chapter 17 of the 41st Legislature, Regular Session, 1929, be and the 
same is amended by adding a new paragraph to read as follows: 

“When any manufactured products of visually handicapped persons 
or workshops for the blind, produced under the supervision and direc- 
tion of the Commission for the Blind, meet the requirements of any 
state department, board, or institution as to quality, quantity, and 
price, such products shall have preference and the State Board of Con- 
trol hereby is directed to purchase from workshops or individuals under 
supervision of the Commission for the Blind such products as may be 
required.” 

Sec. 2. The fact that many blind persons and workshops for the 
blind manufacture many articles now used by state departments, 
boards,. or institutions and the further fact that many blind persons 
will be given employment if a preference is given to blind-made prod- 
ucts by the State Board of Control, create an emergency and an impera- 
tive public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days in each House be suspended; and said Rule 
is hereby suspended, and this Act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage and it is so enacted. 


Approved, 1953 


UTAH 
Chapter ro 


Sec. 41. Purchasing from the Utah Commission for Adult Blind.— 
The purchasing agent and such agents in charge of purchase and sup- 
plies of state institutions, where possible, shall purchase brooms, mops, 
brushes, rubber mats and other supplies, other than the products of 
prison labor, from the Utah Commission for the Adult Blind; provided 
that such goods and supplies are for sale by the Utah Commission for 
the Adult Blind, provided that said goods and supplies are of standard 
quality and price. 

Sec. 42. Blind to be Employed—When.—Officers of State institu- 
tions employing persons for piano tuning, cane seating and reed furni- 
ture repairing shall employ persons who are under the supervision of 
the Utah Commission for the Adult Blind, provided that said persons 
are qualified. 

Sec. 43. Provisions as to Blind to be Watved—When.—The execu- 
tive secretary of the Commission for the Adult Blind shall issue a re- 
lease from the provisions of this Act upon request of the purchasing 
officer of the state when convenience or emergency requires it. 

Sec. 46. Effective Date——This act shall take effect on July 1, 1941 
at the hour of 12:01 o’clock a.m. or upon the proclamation of the Gov- 
ernor prior to that date. 


Approved, April 1, 1941 
ag 


VIRGINIA 
Chapter 197 


Sec. 4or-e 1. Purchases from the Virginia Commission for the Blind. 
All such services, articles and commodities as (1) are required for pur- 
chase by the Director of the Division of Purchase and Printing, by any 
person authorized by him to make purchases or by any person author- 
ized to make purchases in behalf of the Commonwealth and their 
departments, agencies and institutions, (2) are performed or produced 
by persons or in schools or workshops under the supervision of the 
Virginia Commission for the Blind, (3) are available for sale by it and 
(4) conform to the standards established by the Director shall be pur- 
chased from the Commission at the fair market price. When con- 
venience or emergency requires it the executive secretary of the Com- 
mission may upon request of the purchasing officer relieve him from 
the obligations of this section. Any purchasing officer who violates its 
provisions shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
punished accordingly. 

2. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with this Act are repealed 
to the extent of the inconsistency. 


Passed, 1948 


THE WAGNER-O’‘DAY ACT 
Public Law No. 739—75th Congress 
AN ACT 


To create a Committee on Purchases of Blind-made Products, 
and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby 
created a Committee to be known as the Committee on Purchases of 
Blind-made Products (hereinafter referred to as the ‘““Committee’’) to be 
composed of a private citizen conversant with the problems incident to 
the employment of the blind and a representative of each of the follow- 
ing Government Departments: The Navy Department, the War De- 
partment, the Treasury Department, the Department of Agriculture, 
the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. 
The members of the Committee shall be appointed by the President, 
shall serve without additional compensation, and shall designate one 
of their number to be chairman. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Committee to determine the 
fair market price of all brooms and mops and other suitable com- 
modities manufactured by the blind and offered for sale to the Federal 
Government by any non-profit-making agency for the blind organized 
under the laws of the United States or of any state, to revise such 
prices from time to time in accordance with changing market condi- 
tions, and to make such rules and regulations regarding specifications, 
time of delivery, authorization of a central non-profit-making agency 
to facilitate the distribution of orders among the agencies for the blind, 
and other relevant matters of procedure as shall be necessary to carry 
out the purposes of this Act: Provided, That no change in price shall 
become effective prior to the expiration of fifteen days from the date 
on which such change is made by the Committee. 

Sec. 3. All brooms and mops and other suitable commodities here- 
after procured in accordance with applicable Federal specifications 
by or for any Federal department or agency shall be procured from 
such non-profit-making agencies for the blind in all cases where such 
articles are available within the period specified at the price determined 
by the Committee to be the fair market price for the article or articles 
so procured: Provided, ‘That this Act shall not apply in any cases where 
brooms and mops are available for procurement from any Federal de- 
partment or agency and procurement therefrom is required under the 
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provisions of any law in effect on the date of enactment of this Act, or 
in cases where brooms and mops are procured for use outside conti- 
nental United States. 


Approved, June 25, 1938 


CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
TITLE 41—PUBLIC CONTRACTS 


Chapter III—Committee on Purchases 
of Blind-made Products 


Part 301—Purchases of Blind-made Products 


§ 301.1 Definitions.—As used in this part: 

(a2) “Blind” means a person having visual acuity not to exceed 
20/200 in the better eyes with correcting lenses; or visual acuity greater 
than 20/200 but with a limitation in the fields of vision such that the 
widest diameter of the visual field subtends an angle no greater than 
20 degrees. 

(b) “Non-profit-making agency for the blind” (hereinafter referred 
to as “agency for the blind”) means any organization operated in the 
interest of the blind, the net income of which does not inure in whole 
or in part to the benefit of any shareholder or individual, as established 
by affidavit filed with National Industries for the Blind. 

(c) “Ordering office” means any Executive department, independent 
establishment, board, commission, bureau, service, or division of the 
United States, and any corporation, all the stock of which is beneficially 
owned by the United States. 

§ 301.2 National Industries for the Blind designated.—National 
Industries for the Blind (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘National Indus- 
tries”) is designated as the agency to facilitate the distribution of orders 
among the agencies for the blind. National Industries shall maintain 
a record of all non-profit-making agencies for the blind organized under 
the laws of the United States or of any state, and statistical data show- 
ing their respective quantity production of the commodities specified 
in the Schedule of Blind-made Products available for sale to ordering 
offices, so that the orders may be equitably allocated among such 
agencies for the blind. 

§ 301.3 Schedule of Blind-made Products—The Committee will 
issue to ordering offices, through the Federal Supply Service, a Sched- 
ule of Blind-made Products (hereinafter referred to as the “Schedule’’) 
setting forth data concerning blind-made commodities to be purchased. 

§ 301.4 Purchase procedure.—Any ordering office requiring a com- 
modity listed in the Schedule, when authorized to purchase directly 
from agencies for the blind, will advise National Industries as to the 
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items required, quantities thereof, and the required delivery dates, and 
will request an allocation from National Industries. National Industries 
shall determine whether any agency or agencies for the blind can fill 
the requirement and will allocate orders equitably among agencies for 
the blind. Upon receipt of the allocation from National Industries 
orders will be placed, in accordance with the allocation, with the 
designated agencies for the blind. 

§ 3072.5 Clearances——(a) The Federal Supply Service may grant to 
any ordering office a clearance to purchase from commercial sources 
any item listed in the Schedule when the Federal Supply Service deter- 
mines that a clearance is necessary to meet emergency requirements. 
Two copies of any such clearance issued, together with a statement as 
to the emergency involved, will be sent by the Federal Supply Service 
to National Industries for the Blind within thirty days after issuance 
thereof. 

(b) Any ordering office may purchase from commercial sources any 
item listed in the Schedule to meet requirements (1) of military neces- 
sity which require delivery within two weeks (2) that are less than a 
single unit or (3) that are for use outside the continental United States. 

(c) Whenever an ordering office has requested an allocation from 
National Industries and in reply has been furnished with a statement 
by the National Industries listing items that none of the agencies for 
the blind can furnish within the period specified in the request for an 
allocation the ordering office may purchase the items, and quantities, 
thereof, listed in the statement from commercial sources, provided that 
purchase action to secure such items is instituted within thirty days 
from the date of the statement by National Industries or within such 
further period as may be indicated in the statement by National Indus- 
tries. 

§ 301.6 Agencies for the Blind; Restrictions.—(a) ‘The term “agency 
for the blind” as used in the Act of June 25, 1938, shall be defined as 
meaning an agency employing blind persons to an extent constituting 
not less than 75 per cent of the total personnel engaged in the direct 
labor of production of manufactured blind-made products; such prod- 
ucts or one involving similar manufacturing processes shall have been 
produced and sold to any buyer by the particular agency for the blind 
for at least 6 months prior to delivery. 

Direct labor of production means all work required for peparation, 
processing, and packing but not including supervision, administration, 
inspection and shipping. 

(b) Each agency for the blind shall keep on file an eye record card 
containing information that will establish whether a person employed 
in the production of commodities listed in the Schedule is blind as 
defined in section 301.1 (a). Copies of these cards shall also be filed 
with National Industries. 
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(c) As a prerequisite to participation in such Government orders, 
each agency for the blind shall file with National Industries copies of 
its certificates of incorporation, constitution and bylaws, or other in- 
struments of similar import showing its authority and permitted 
activities. 

(d) Each agency for the blind participating in such Government 
orders shall maintain an accounting system and not less often than once 
each year shall prepare a financial report and operating statement that 
accurately reflects its operations. Operating statements shall show as a 
separate item the amount of wages paid to blind employees. Books and 
records shall be made available for inspection at any time to representa- 
tives of National Industries or the Committee. 

(e) No allocation of Government orders shall be made by National 
Industries to any agency for the blind not operating in accordance with 
this part. , 

§ 301.7 Reports—National Industries shall submit quarterly to the 
Committee a report on the operation of the program. 
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